THE  RISING
A word must be said as regards the speed with
which volunteers flocked to the Nationalist side. At the
outset undoubtedly it was the marvellously efficient help
brought by the Carlist organisation in Navarre which
counted most. Ultimately the Falangist militia, which
provided some excellent fighting units, became the
larger, but the strength during the first critical days lay
with that splendid body of troops, the Navarre Brigades
of Requetes, and they continued to show their mettle
throughout the war.
On the first day of the movement there were 14,000
Carhsts, equipped and armed with motor transport and
with machine-guns. These were immediately placed at
the orders of General Mola, while the Carlist Junta de
Guerra was preparing additional tercios of Requetes
These formations have gone on during the war, and in
the offensive against Bilbao there toot part five Brigades
of Navarre. The number of Requetes under arms and
serving in various sectors now amounts to just over
a hundred thousand.
As the National movement swept forward, as towns
and villages were freed, the same desire to volunteer and
help the cause was shown. Each city or district immedi-
ately set itself to work to set up and equip one new unit,
usually in the south and centre, of Falangists.
It must be remembered that Nationalist Spam had
until July of 1937 only mobilised five classes of conscripts,
that is to say, young men between the ages of twenty
and twenty-six, and that the bulk of the Nationalist army
was at all times composed of volunteers. There is nothing
to compel a young man under twenty to go to the front,
or a man of over twenty-six Yet there are youths from
the age of sixteen and upwards among the Requetes
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